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Testing opt-out/Refusal guide for: ALABAMA 

 

The following is a quick-reference guide for information on opting out or refusing tests in 

a specific state. We thank our supporters for assisting us in collecting these necessary 

details to encourage test refusals nationwide. If the reader feels that the information on 

this form is incomplete or inaccurate, please email unitedoptoutnational@gmail.com with 

additional details or corrections. Feel free to download and use this form as you see fit. 

 

Form completed by UOO Administrator (CS) 

 

Contact information (email) cerestas@yahoo.com 

 

List of assessments 

 

 
 

The red-filled cells indicate which tests will be used for accountability purposes.  

Geometry and Chemistry are  “Grade 10 EOC tests”, but a student doesn’t have to be in a 

particular grade to take that subject, and the EOC test will be administered at the end of 

the course regardless which grade the student is enrolled.   

 

 

mailto:unitedoptoutnational@gmail.com
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Alabama High School Graduation Exam (AHSGE) is a competency based test 

inclusive of reading, language arts, math, science and social studies, beginning in grade 

10. Students must pass the AHSGE to graduate. 

 

Language and Emerging Literacy Assessment (LELA) is used in early childhood 

education and includes five scales: Alphabet Recognition, Book Knowledge, Expressive 

Language, Beginning Sounds, and Phonemic Awareness. The Alphabet Recognition scale 

includes two templates (uppercase and lower case letters) in a random order. 

 

Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test (PPVT) are used to evaluate pre-k children’s 

vocabulary progress. 

 

Special considerations for the above assessments 
 

ACT ASPIRE  - is fully aligned with Common Core State Standards and is a computer-

based, longitudinal assessment system that connects growth and progress from 

elementary grades through high school in the context of college and career readiness.  

It includes progress monitoring (interim assessments), summative assessments (end of the 

year), and classroom assessments for English, math, reading, science, and direct writing 

for grades 3-8 and early high school (grades 9-10) . 

Two new sets of tests are being implemented in K-12 Alabama public schools: the 

QualityCore End-of-Course tests (Algebra I and English 10) for high school students 

(this year) and the ACT Aspire series for third through eighth graders.  

Alabama high school students in 9th and 10th grade will take their first End-of-Course 

(EOC QualityCore) tests under the new assessment plan approved by the State Board of 

Education through Plan 2020.   

The EOC QualityCore tests replace the Alabama High School Graduation Exam 

(AHSGE) for 9th and 10th graders.  This year’s 11th and 12th graders will continue to 

take the AHSGE.   

Class of 2014 -2015 will be the very last group to take the AHSGE. 

To receive a credit-based endorsement diploma, a student must take the AHSGE every 

time it is administered and pass reading, mathematics, and one other section of the 

Alabama High School Graduation Exam. 

To receive a credit-based endorsement diploma, a student in the Special Education 

Program must take the Alabama High School Graduation Exam every time it is 

administered and pass three sections in which one must include either mathematics or 

reading. 

  

 

http://www.discoveractaspire.org/pages/home
https://docs.alsde.edu/documents/54/01%20FAQs%20for%20Credit-Based%20Endorsement.pdf
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Procedures for opt-out/refusal 

 

1. Submit an opt out letter to the school site administrator, which includes your rights as 

the parent or legal guardian of the student (see Get Tough Guide on UOO web site). 

  

2. Provide your own written statement that you are aware you are not required to keep 

your child home during the testing window. 

  

3. Secure alternative in school academic assignments/activities for your child during the 

testing window. 

  

4. Know the legal requirements for high school graduation, but advocate for alternative 

assessments or a portfolio review to be used to determine student proficiency in the 

required subjects.   

 

4. Be adamant in your resolve to exempt your child from testing, which can include any  

    or all the following: 

 

 Seeking legal assistance  

 Seeking police protection if your child meets with verbal or physical force in an 

attempt  to have him/her report to a testing area 

 Organizing and attending regular meetings with opt out support groups or consult 

online groups 

 Contacting any of the United Opt Out administrators for additional support or 

information 

  

  

Urgency for opt-out/refusal 

 

Alabama residents have to be wary of public school privatization efforts ushered in by 

The Alabama Accountability Act of 2013, which does three things: 

  

1. Allows for flexibility contracts between the State Board of Education and local school  

    districts 

2. Creates tax credits for families with students in a (chronically) failing school to attend  

     a nonpublic school or non-failing public school 

3. Creates tax credits for taxpayers (individuals and businesses) who donate to a nonprofit  

     “scholarship granting organization” that provides scholarships for students to attend a  

     nonpublic school or non-failing public school 

  

According to an Alabama high school principal, it is the beginning of the end to public 

education in Alabama: 
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“Center Point High School principal Van Phillips has very pointed opinions about this 

bill. I think this puts public schools that are already struggling in high-poverty areas at 

risk of being closed down. Because if parents can get an 80 percent tax credit to take their 

kids to another school and then get a rebate back from the state then a lot of parents will 

choose to do that. I think this bill is paramount to almost destroying public education in 

the state of Alabama…This in my estimation is we are going to have some form of 

resegregation of schools. That's just the bottom line and the end result. You can call it 

school choice or vouchers or whatever you want to call it but with this you are going to 

end up with resegregation of schools…He feels that more schools will become more 

polarized in income gaps. He looks for even more private academies to spring up. 

Alabama already has a large volume of those. The reality is that in Alabama the majority 

of all your academies are 95 percent white.” 

 

For the reasons stated above and in the sample opt out letter below, Alabama residents 

can use opting out of testing to stop the privatization of public education.   

 

 

Sample language to include in opt-out/refusal 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

Please be advised that our child will not be participating in state standardized testing 

during the current school year. Furthermore, we ask that no record of this testing be part 

of our child's permanent file, as we do not wish our child to participate in standardized 

achievement testing for promotion, graduation, or school/state report cards.  

 

We believe the following of forced, high stakes testing: 

 

 Is not scientifically-based and fails to follow the U.S. Government's own data on 

learning 

 Fosters test driven education that is not meeting the individual/intellectual needs 

of students 

 Presents a racial and economic bias detrimental to second language students, 

impoverished students, and students of color 

 Violates fiscal fairness in funding schools  

 Supports complicity of corporate interests rather than democracy based on public 

concerns  

 Fosters coercion over cooperation with regards to federal funding for public 

education  

 Promotes a culture of lying, cheating, and exploitation within the school 

community 

 Has used the achievement gap to foster a “de facto” segregation that has resulted 

in separate and unequal education for minorities 

 

We understand that federal law provides the parent or guardian the right of choice 

regarding standardized testing when such testing violates beliefs.  In contrast to our 
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beliefs, which are firmly rooted in a moral code that embraces equity and fairness, we 

believe such testing is not in the best interests of our child since it fosters competition 

instead of cooperation, contributes to separate and unequal education for minorities, and 

belies our child's intellectual, creative, and problem-solving abilities, while presenting a 

fictitious picture as to the impact of the pedagogy provided by our child's individual 

educators.   

 

 Ultimately, our state is required to provide our child with an education in a least 

restrictive environment that does not force us to go against our core beliefs. My child 

should proceed to learn and develop at an individual pace following education standards 

that are imparted under the guidance of education professionals, not market-based 

reformers, who are able to provide quality pedagogy without fear of reprisal if students - 

who mature at vastly different levels and come from diverse backgrounds that may or 

may not be supportive of intellectual pursuit - do not hit the bulls' eye of a constantly 

moving achievement target. 

 

Therefore, we request that the school provide appropriate learning activities during the 

testing window and utilize an alternative assessment portfolio or concordant college 

testing score to fulfill promotion and or graduation requirements, as our child opts out of 

standardized testing. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Child's Name ____________________________________________  

 

ID#_________________________ 

 

 

Resources and organizations 

 

While Alabama does not have an active Opt Out movement, it has a growing awareness 

of the danger in Common core State standards, their accompanying assessments, and the 

data collection mandates that go along with them.  Two organizations, one the state's 

labor union, are actively fighting against Common Core and public education 

privatization: 

 

Alabamians United for Excellence in Education  http://auee.org/ 

 

Alabama Education Association  http://www.myaea.org/ 

 

 

State specific watch-list 

 

StudentsFirst  (Michelle Rhee) 

Foundation for Excellence in Education (Jeb Bush) 

http://auee.org/
http://www.myaea.org/
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Teach for America (Wendy Kopp) 

State Sen. Del Marsh, R-Anniston 

Rep. Chad Fincher,  R-Mobile 

 

Additional or miscellaneous information 

 

Along with the standards and testing changes, Alabama has agreed to collect data on 

children and share it with private entities.  The data mining is not just centered on 

educational information.  This educational reform also requires personal information on 

students and their families. This violates FERPA privacy laws as they were originally 

enacted by the U.S. Congress.  Unfortunately, the US DOE has circumvented U.S. 

Congress to make unlegislated modifications to FERPA. These changes override parental 

consent in the collection and sharing of student data.  

 

There is a conservative movement to repeal Common Core and the data mining in 

Alabama. On their second attempt, April of 2013, in as many months, state Republicans 

have succeeded in pushing SB 403 to repeal Alabama's common core curriculum 

standards out of committee. In a split decision, the committee approved the bill sponsored 

by Sen. Scott Beason, R-Gardendale, with Sens. Hank Sanders, D-Selma; Vivian Figures, 

D-Mobile; Quinton Ross Jr., D-Montgomery, and Trip Pittman, R-Daphne, voicing 

dissenting votes. 

 

 

http://openstates.org/al/bills/2013rs/SB403/

