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Testing opt-out/refusal guide for CALIFORNIA 

 

Form completed by Heather Poland 

 

Contact information (email) 

hpoland@gmail.com 

 

List of assessments 

 

Please include, in addition to the main state test, all interim assessments, benchmarks, 

field tests, and other inventories (for example, DIBELS, MAP, or the Fountas and Pinnell 

BAS). 

MAP 

Acuity 

District benchmarks 

DRA 

ARI 

Accelerated Reader 

California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) 

GATE testing- many districts use RAVEN 

WRAP- Kindergarten phonics assessment 

 

Special considerations for the above assessments 

. 

 

CAHSEE- must pass for graduation 

GATE testing for entrance into GATE program 

district benchmarks used as one consideration for promotion to high school, there is no 

modified benchmark in some districts for kids with IEPs 

 

 

Procedures for opt-out/refusal 

 

CA Ed Code: 60615.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a parent's or 

guardian's written request to school officials to excuse his or her child from any or all 

parts of the assessments administered pursuant to this chapter shall be granted. 

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=edc&group=60001-

61000&file=60604-60618 

 

Parents can opt out of any and all assessments by written letter. 

 

 

Urgency for opt-out/refusal 

 

High Stakes Testing: 

Is not scientifically-based and fails to follow the U.S. Government's own data on learning. 

mailto:hpoland@gmail.com
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=edc&group=60001-61000&file=60604-60618
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=edc&group=60001-61000&file=60604-60618
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·Fosters test driven education that is not meeting the individual/intellectual needs of 

students. 

  

·Presents a racial and economic bias that is beneficial to white middle/upper class 

students and detrimental to second language students, impoverished students, and 

students of color. 

  

· Is in opposition to the corrective action in gaps in opportunity and resources sanctioned 

by the Fiscal Fairness Act. 

  

·Supports complicity of corporate interests rather than democracy based on public 

concerns. 

  

·Fosters coercion over cooperation with regards to federal funding for public education. 

  

·Promotes a culture of lying, cheating, and exploitation within the school community. 

  

·Has used the achievement gap to foster a “de facto” segregation that has resulted in 

separate and unequal education for minorities. 

  

Additionally, data collection of student's private information cannot be guaranteed 

security or that it will not be abused in some way by third party entities. 

  

Low/poor test scores, which are likely to occur with more frequency with Common Core 

and PARCC will be used to fire teachers, create more online learning scenarios even in 

elementary schools, and close more public schools to be replaced with for profit charter 

schools. 

  

 

Sample language to include in opt-out/refusal 

 

SAMPLE LETTER 
 

Dear _____  County Administrators, 

My child ____   is in XXX grade for the _____  school year at _______  School. I am 

writing to inform you that I refuse to have my children take part in the GATE, RAVEN, 

CAHSEE, DIBELS or any other forms of high stakes standardized testing I have been 

advised that religious or even a medical or psychological concern meets the criteria for 

honoring my request. In lieu of the high stakes standardized tests I request that my child 

be given alternative forms of assessment to include but not limited to teacher made 

assessments, projects, and portfolio, to be determined at the discretion of _____'s teacher. 

According to CA Ed Code: 60615.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a 

parent's or guardian's written request to school officials to excuse his or her child from 

any or all parts of the assessments administered pursuant to this chapter shall be 

granted. 
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There are mountains of documentation out there. Participating in these tests 1) negatively 

affects my child social-emotional well being, 2) kills his or her curiosity and love for 

learning, 3) places developmentally inappropriate and undue and unhealthy stress on him, 

4) reduces his or her capacity for attaining new knowledge, 5) replaces his or her higher 

order thinking with “drill and kill” curriculum, 6) diminishes opportunities for 

socialization, and 7) diverts funding that could go to fund programs in my child's school 

to testing companies and publishing companies.  

According to the U.S Constitution, specifically the 14th Amendment, I am protected by 

my rights to religious/spiritual freedom and this federal law supersedes state in regard to 

parental control over one's child. Under the law, you cannot deny my request.  

Parental rights are broadly protected by Supreme Court decisions (Meyer and Pierce), 

especially in the area of education. The Supreme Court has repeatedly held that parents 

posses the “fundamental right” to “direct the upbringing and education of their children.” 

Furthermore, the Court declared that “the child is not the mere creature of the State: those 

who nurture him and direct his destiny have the right coupled with the high duty to 

recognize and prepare him for additional obligations.” (Pierce v. Society of Sisters, 268 

U.S. 510, 534-35) The Supreme Court criticized a state legislature for trying to interfere 

“with the power of parents to control the education of their own.” (Meyer v. Nebraska, 

262 U.S. 390, 402.) In Meyer, the Supreme Court held that the right of parents to 

raise their children free from unreasonable state interferences is one of the 

unwritten “liberties” protected by the Due Process Clause of the Fourteenth 

Amendment. (262 U.S. 399). In recognition of both the right and responsibility of 

parents to control their children's education, the Court has stated, “It is cardinal with us 

that the custody, care and nurture of the child reside first in the parents, whose 

primary function and freedom include preparation for the obligations the State can 

neither supply nor hinder.” (Prince v.Massachusetts, 321 U.S. 158) 

In summary, I believe high stakes tests are harmful to my child socially, emotionally 

and physically, and diminish his or her opportunities to attend a public school where he 

has been guaranteed the right to the quality education. 

Please think about your role in this and if there is anything you can do to take a stand 

against the Big Lie that is NCLB and RTTT and high-stakes standardized testing which 

threaten the future of the children you serve. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Resources and organizations 

 

This section lists resources and organizations helpful in this state in the form of names, 

links, email contact information, or otherwise. This is an opportunity to build a grassroots 

base in this state.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/unitedoptout/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/unitedoptout/
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/239664519505257/ 

http://unitedoptout.com/ 

 

 

State specific watch-list 

 

. 

Parent Revolution http://articles.latimes.com/2013/jun/02/opinion/la-ed-trigger-20130602 

 

John Deasy, LAUSD District Superintendent 

“When Deasy accepted the job, he knew money was tight. So he did what a lot of 
politicians and charitable foundations do: He lined up wealthy supporters. In 
addition to Eli Broad, there’s Megan Chernin, wife of former News Corp. 
president Peter Chernin. And there’s Casey Wasserman, who runs a sports 
management agency as well as the family foundation established by his 
grandmother and grandfather, the late MCA/Universal chief Lew Wasserman.” 
http://www.lamag.com/features/2012/09/01/the-takeover-artist 

 

Democrats for Education Reform: California http://www.dfer.org/branches/ca/ 

 

The Governor's Committee on Education Excellence http://www.everychildprepared.org/ 
 

Getting Down to Facts    http://irepp.stanford.edu/projects/cafinance.htm 

 
the Superintendent's P-16 Council  

http://svefoundation.org/svefoundation/files/p16_ctag_report.pdf 

 

Michelle Rhee http://www.sacbee.com/2013/01/27/5143422/michelle-rhee-just-getting-

started.html 

 

Students First http://www.studentsfirst.org/state/california 

 

Up for Ed http://www.upfored.org/about/ 

 

 

Additional or miscellaneous information 

 

For a detailed exploration of LAUSD and ed reform in Los Angeles go to: 

http://prezi.com/n-gtl0dolhk2/untitled-prezi/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/239664519505257/
http://unitedoptout.com/
http://articles.latimes.com/2013/jun/02/opinion/la-ed-trigger-20130602
http://www.lamag.com/features/2012/09/01/the-takeover-artist
http://www.dfer.org/branches/ca/
http://www.everychildprepared.org/
http://irepp.stanford.edu/projects/cafinance.htm
http://svefoundation.org/svefoundation/files/p16_ctag_report.pdf
http://www.sacbee.com/2013/01/27/5143422/michelle-rhee-just-getting-started.html
http://www.sacbee.com/2013/01/27/5143422/michelle-rhee-just-getting-started.html
http://www.studentsfirst.org/state/california
http://www.upfored.org/about/
http://prezi.com/n-gtl0dolhk2/untitled-prezi/

